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Gads...late again. The story is the same, long work days and multiple projects around the house. Much has changed
since June and the Carlisle show: more than several members have sold their cars for one reason or another, and yet
more folks have come forward and joined our organization. Both Paul and Arlen sold their Sebrings almost within a
week of each other, and Ahmad and I both sold our Sterlings. Ahmad’s car has come to roost in my driveway,
awaiting it’s turn in the garage; my car has gone almost back home to Cleveland to a gentleman who I hope takes
care of it. Unfortunately, it was all about the ‘bling’ factor for him...he really didn’t care about the club or any of the
history of the car. So, if you’re in the Cleveland area, keep a lookout for it around the steelyards!
Dave seems to be doing well with the new Sterling Sports Car business, fielding calls and sales as far away as
Australia. Rumor has it he’s playing with a new version of a tube chassis that will enable a traditional rear-engine
configuration, as well as researching an electric propulsion version. Next year at Carlisle, Dave?
Our overseas friends at the Nova-Interantional website seemed to have run into some personal issues with their club
members, and the site was shut down some months ago. That was an unfortunate loss, as much of the file photos and
documents were erased. On the positive side, one of the forum members contacted me and set up a new site with a
pretty active forum at www.euro-nova.co.uk Since then, most of the old forums members have made their way to us,
so please feel free to join in the discussions!
This issue is actually focusing on multiple modifications that some of us have done in an effort to bring much
needed ventilation into the cars. Ram air intakes seem to work well, coupled with a booster fan. Mac has provided
some diagrams for some electrical mods that we could use for a little extra visibility.
That’s all the news for the moment. Onwards with the projects!

At Newsday, Steve Morris, Public Affairs, is the
events sponsorship guy. When not at work, he’s a car
and motorcycle enthusiast - and a bit of a movie buff,
we found.
What kind of car do you drive?
I have two cars. One is a ‘98 Lincoln Mark VIII LSC.
The other is a ‘75 Sterling kit car.
What’s a kit car?
Kit cars are like a kid’s model car, only life sized it arrives in a box and you put it together yourself.
What got you interested in that car?
I’ve been into classic and collectible cars for years, but I got tired of being at shows in a line with
five or six of the exact same car. I was looking for something that really stood out and that I could
customize without destroying original, classic equipment.
One day I was on eBay and came across the sexiest machine I had ever seen - the Sterling
What’s different about how it looks?
The Sterling is extremely low to the ground and only has one door call a “canopy top” because the
whole roof lifts up.
Would you recommend it?
Probably not. It’s not that comfortable and attracts more attention than many people would want.
Who does the maintenance?
Me, no shop will touch it!
What does your license plate say?
Dethrace - for the driving movie Death Race 2000
What’s you favorite movie about cars?
Corvette Summer - bad movie but it sparked my interest in cars. A close second is Two-Lane
Blacktop. The cars in it are great, including a ‘55 Chevy that was also Harrison Ford’s car in
American Graffiti.
If you could have any car, what would it be?
The Porsche 197 LeMans racecar that Jerry Seinfeld owns, which, by the way, was first
popularized in the Steve McQueen movie LeMans.
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Some goodies this time. Mac has taken time to show we less-electrically-inclined how to wire up a dimmable driving/fog
light to your main lights, and how to wire a running light as an alternate turn signal.
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Ventilation! Or, fresh air at least...
Ugh..middle of the summer and the cockpit is an oven. Something had to be done and quick - I was getting a severe case of
swampass. I noticed that, at speed, a certain amount of air would come out of the vents that were connected to the fresh-air fan when
the fan was off. The ‘nostril’ scoops are open on the car, and fresh air was obviously pressurizing the boot enough to force it’s way
past the fan and into the cockpit....and the idea blossomed. Simple ram-air intakes directly from the scoops and directed into the
cockpit. Wouldn’t work while sitting in traffic, but should be ample underway. So, my shopping list included:
Flexible tubing from the home store
Some type of vent
Duct tape
The vents I settled on are Honda Civic defroster vents found on some four door models on the door panels. They are small, feature
a closeable louver and have a built-in hose connection. I placed them on the sides of the cockpit where most people have a 6x9
speaker opening. With the hose and the vent angle, it’s a tight fit to get everything past the hydraulics (if you have them). I also have
an inner trim panel that I had fabricated to cover all the holes on the side of the car and to hold the speakers in the place of the glove
boxes, so I installed the vents directly onto these panels rather than cutting into the car body, but I digress.
My initial idea was to have some sort of scoop behind the nostril intake to help funnel the air, but in practice there is not enough
room between the fiberglass moldings for a scoop and a hose. A simple hole drilled with a hole saw the size of the hose (actually, a
hair smaller) behind each opening in the forward firewall, and two more high up in the wheel wells (high enough to catch the inner
part of the body tub into the cockpit) were the hardest parts. The hose end was simply placed into the drilled openings in the nose,
and the ribbing of the hose held it in place. A few well placed wire ties fastened to the fender wells kept the hose off the suspension
and tires, and into the cockpit. The hose to vent connection was nothing more than a friction fit secured with some duct tape (classy, I
know...but it worked!).
In practical application, the air really started to flow at about 30mph, and seemed to level out at a constant flow at around 45. I’m
assuming some of the body aerodynamics were taking over here, as the force of the air certainly didn’t match the speed of the car.
But, for a quick and relatively cheap source of air, this is one route. Steve took a slightly different route, detailed on the next page.
Rain? I didn’t worry about water intake too much, but I should have drilled a small hole at the bottom of the loop in the wheel well to
drain any water that may find it’s way in.
Passenger side, much cleaner. Hose presses
against scoop when hood is closed

opening enlarged to try to fit
a funnel - didn’t work...

barely seen behind the screens
and into the cockpit!

down and around....
Mazda vents, installed
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Ventilation! Or, fresh air at least...part II
So, I've had my car on the road for about 4 years now and, all the while making repairs when needed and improvements when
possible but the one thing that gets me…and I'd guess all of us, is the lack of ventilation in these cars.
I know this is a problem that Rick has worked on for some time and our conversations led me to the following plan…
If I could find a way to channel air from the open ports in the nose of the car (Rick did it from the hood vents) and then find a way to
bring it into the car…it would help…even a little.
Off to Home Depot I went. The "Depot" is my main source for anything crafts-y that I start. First I located a small funnel - this would
act as an air scoop and I could cut it down just so…so that it would nuzzle in nicely in the openings on each side of the nose. Then I
grabbed some flexible pool hose to act as a conduit. Rick had turned me on to the Mazda Miata vents as being among the smallest
out there and they are "Eye Balls" allowing you to aim them as you see fit every time you get in the car ($7/pair off Ebay) . All I
needed to do now was find some couplers to mate the hose to the funnel and then to the vents. Off to the plumbing isle where there's
a never-ending array of PVC piping for all your Kit Car needs.
Make sure you have these tools on hand:
Jack, 2 different size hole-saws to match the diameters of the hose and the Miata vents, a couple of screws (To join the hose to the
funnel) and, maybe, some glue…that's about it.
In the end, this whole scheme worked out really well. Sure it's not Air Conditioning but I also don't loose 50% of the engine power
every time I need to cool off, a bit.
If you've ever wondered what your car is made of…let me tell you… after drilling a hole in the firewall to pass the hose through, I
was amazed to find the width of the wall is more than a ¼ of an inch thick!
See the photos' with this article for a clearer idea…oh…and YES…I will be placing a second one in the dash drawing air off that side
of the car, as well.
This is a pretty simple job with pleasing results and can be done in about an hour and a half once you have all the bits and
pieces…happy building!

Funnel intake

Miata vent, installed
into the cockpit!
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Bill Lewis

Tony Jaworowski

Ross Pivnik
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Ahmad Abdo
Dallas, TX 75252
Prototype Sterling (Norm Rose car)

Robert Davidoski
La Porte, TX 77571
Sterling #042

Keith Klein

Al Agolio
Ledyard, CT 06339
Sterling # 00503

Warren Daugherty
New Columbia, PA 17856
Sterling

Alex Kreuzer
Wisconsin
Cimbria

Eric & Danielle Phillips
Rogers, AR 72758
Sterling

Mark Albanese
Naples, FL 34109
Sebring

Ben Dodd
Mohnton, PA 19540
Sterling

Mike Leach
Warsaw, IN 46582
active observer

Ross Pivnik
Miami, FL
Sterling

Dennis Albright

Chet & Ethan Dunican
Niantic, CT 06357
Sterlings # 002 (MCC) &
unnumbered

Donnie Luschen
Bentonville, AR 72712
Sterling # CCC460

Lanesboro. MN 55949
Sterling # CCC95
David Aliberti
Verona, PA
Sterling # CCC195

Edwall, WA 99008
Cimbria

Mike McBride
St. Helens, OR 97051
Sterling(s)

Mike Fabery
Liverpool, NY 13088
Sterling

Gary Anagnostis
Gahanna, OH 43230
Sebring

Arlen Fountain
Ocean Springs, MS 39564

Steve Andrejeski
Bellerose, NY 11426
Sebring

Wayne Fricks
Aurora, CO

Dan McGee
Saginaw, MI 48603
Sterling

Active Observer
Mac McGraw
Tucson, AZ
Sterling

Sterling # 707
Jeff McKain

Scott Bailey
Galway, NY 12074
Sterling

Greg Hampton
Morgan Hill, CA 95038
Several Sterlings!

Nic Bardea
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Sterling

Paul Hawkins
Smiths Grove, KY 42171
Sebring

Anthony Bemis
Vacaville, CA 95687
Sterling

Larry Hoganson
Banning, CA 92220
Sterling # CCC132

Nick Born
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429
Sterling # CCC130

Tony Jaworowski
California
Sterling #685

Seth Canterbury
Kingsland, GA 31548
Mid year Cimbria

Bill Jones
Dothan, Alabama 36301
Sterling

Sterling
Scott McKinley
Altoona, WI 54720
Cimbria
Rick Milne
Downingtown, PA 19335
Sterling # CCC one-off
Eddie Ortiz
Bellflower, CA 90706
active observer
Tom & Mary Beth Paquette
Waterford, NY 12188
Sterling
Claudio Perissutti
Slidell, LA 70458
Sterling

Jack Clay
Sumner, WA 98390
Sterlings #CCC183 & CCC 283
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Miguel Santiago
Prunedale, CA 93907
active observer
Farzad “Fuzz” Sharif
Harrisburg, PA 17111
Cimbria #04246
Steve Silverstein
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
1975 Sterling
Brian Smith
Traverse City, MI 49684
Sterling
Mike & Karen Walz
Burleson, TX 76028
Sterling
Wil Weber
Farmington, UT 84025
Sterling
Tracey White
Denver, CO 80249
Sebring
Mark Williams
Connecticut
Cimbria
Shane Williams
Fremont, CA 94538
Sterling
Mike Woolley
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
1983 Sebring
Hank & Tracy Zellers
Bulls Gap, TN 37711
Sebring
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Paul & Judy Petrali
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
active observers
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